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The 45 acres (18 hectares) of the
Hanbury Botanical Gardens occupy
the whole of Capo Mortola.
Approximately half of this area is
cultivated as garden with the
remainder native vegetation domi-
nated by Pinus halepensis.
Plants from all over the world are
able to acclimatize in the shelter
afforded by the proximity of nearby
mountains, and by mthe proximity
to the sea.
Thomas Hanbury purchased the
land, together with the ancient ruins
of “Palazzo Orengo”, with a fortune acquired in China from tra-
ding in silk, cotton, tea and property. The 11th century Palazzo had
been built by the Lanteri family on the traces of an ancient Roman
villa. The landscaping of the new gardens was mainly the work of
Ludwig Winter who had been recommended to Sir Thomas by the
nurseryman Charles Huber of Hyeres.
Thomas’s daughter-in-law Dorothy Hanbury made many important
changes to the garden between 1925 and 1939. After having
suffered serious damage in the war, the whole property was sold
to the Italian State in 1960, and then in 1987 it was entrusted to
the University of Genoa.
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The entrance portal was built at the end of the 19th century by the
architect W.D.Caroe. In the keystone of the arch there is a Chinese
ideogram pronounced “Pho” which means “happiness”. It was
engraved following the visit in 1879 of Kwo Soong Tao, the
Chinese ambassador to England. On the right as you descend is a
Ficus rubiginosa from Australia and Nolina longifolia from Mexi-
co. A little further down is Tecoma capensis which comes from
South Africa and Oreopanax dactylifolius from Mexico. Further on
the left is a Kei apple (Dovyalis caffra), a tree from South Africa,
whose acidulous yellow fruit is suitable for making jam, and a yew
(Taxus baccata).
At the bottom of the steps there is a panoramic view over the
valley of the Rio Sorba, overlooked by the rock face under the
Punta della Croce.
In the foreground is a large Pinus canariensis. The path then
curves left and you see some species of Aloë followed by Drosan-
themum hispidum hanging over the wall, which flowers in spring
and opens when the sun shines.
After passing near a group of yuccas you reach a semicircular
terrace. Turn left to pass a fountain called Fontana Nirvana,
planned by Ludwig Winter and built in 1872. An attractive group
of Agave attenuata grows out of the wall above the water and this
species has not needed to develop thorns for defence because
they live naturally on rock faces. They flower rarely. The inflores-
cences grow upwards at first and then curl downwards, reminiscent
of an elephant’s trunk.
Opposite are other species of the genus Agave. Agaves are succu-
lent plants that come from the hot regions of Northern and Central
America. In most species the rosette of leaves dies after flowering.
They have a great variety of leaf margins: sometimes smooth, some-
times dentate or filamentous (A. filifera); and with the spines being
either stiff or not. In the centre of each rosette the young leaves
unroll leaving the mark of their edges on the adjacent leaves.
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